The NPI is a new 10-digit number that is issued through the National Plan and Provider Enumeration System (NPPES), which was developed by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS). The NPI will replace all payer-specific identification numbers (e.g., Medicaid provider numbers) on nationally recognized electronic transactions (also known as standard transactions). 
Affected Providers
All health care providers are eligible to receive an NPI. All health care providers will be required to use their NPI when conducting nationally recognized electronic transactions submitted on and after May 23, 2007.
The Final Rule does not require the NPI to be used on paper transactions (e.g., paper claims, paper prior authorization requests, and other paper forms). However, health plans, such as Wisconsin Medicaid, may require providers to use their NPI on paper transactions. Future Medicaid publications will notify providers when procedures for paper transactions are determined.
I
n certain situations, it is possible for a subpart of an organization health care provider to apply for an NPI.
Non-health care providers are not eligible to receive an NPI. Provisions for non-health care providers have not been determined. Future publications will notify providers of these provisions.
Organization Subparts
In certain situations, it is possible for a subpart of an organization health care provider to apply for an NPI. For example, a laboratory within a hospital may be considered a subpart of the hospital. A subpart of an organization may need to obtain an NPI in order to conduct transactions on behalf of the subpart or to meet federal requirements related to participation in health plans such as Medicare. An organization is responsible for determining its subparts.
Preparation
In preparation for the implementation of the NPI, providers are encouraged to do the following:
• 
Obtaining National Provider Identifier
Providers may begin the application process on May 23, 2005, and should refer to the CMS NPI Dear Health Care Provider letter, which contains critical information about the application process.
Medicaid Certification Requirements
Obtaining an NPI does not affect the Medicaid certification process. The provider certification process and requirements remain unchanged.
Wisconsin Medicaid Not Yet Accepting National Provider Identifier on Transactions
Wisconsin Medicaid is not accepting the NPI on transactions submitted at this time. Future Medicaid publications will notify providers when procedures and implementation dates are determined.
Information Regarding Medicaid HMOs
This Wisconsin Medicaid and BadgerCare Update contains Medicaid fee-for-service policy and applies to providers of services to recipients on fee-for-service Medicaid only. For Medicaid HMO or managed care policy, contact the appropriate managed care organization. Wisconsin Medicaid HMOs are required to provide at least the same benefits as those provided under fee-for-service arrangements.
